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“Setting the Stage”
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It goes without saying that national and international leadership of major charitable
foundations, nonprofits, analytical organizations and other non-governmental structures
progressively encounter greater challenges in proportion to their organizational longevity.

Going on its 20th anniversary, the internationally-renowned Clinton Global Initiative
organization and the closely intertwined Clinton Foundation collectively face a major
challenge on the inauguration of this year's 20th anniversary edition of the yearly New York-
based Clinton Global Initiative Summit, or CGI -- as it has come to be known on the world
stage. As CGl's namesake and resilient leader, former US President Bill Clinton, has himself
eloquently articulated -- the challenges for this year's 20th iteration of CGI are arguably
formidable, and perhaps more so than in the past. In his own words, President Clinton
recently and perhaps best-articulated the challenge: “The global development community
finds itself at an unprecedented crossroads, with growing humanitarian needs, fewer
resources, and the landscape changing every day. Given the scope of the challenges we face,
this year’s CGl (2024) needs to redefine how we show up, how we work, and how we find
ways to honor our common humanity. Our goal



will be to connect dots across issues, expose consequences, and confront the complicated
issues in front of us.”
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In articulating the core challenges facing this year's 2024 CGl, President Clinton's recent
remarks underscore that the underlying issues at stake involve the question, not only of
how CGI and its agenda are presented to the world, but also how both CGI and its allied
contemporary organizations in the global development community will retain the
effectiveness and public perception of their relevance going forward beyond two decades --
specifically, as CGl and comparable transnational organizations tackle humanitarian
challenges, resources and metrics across the global landscape.

Naturally, and above all considering that 2024 has been a presidential election year with its
share of surprises and turbulence, CGl remains a highly in-tune politically-cognizant
consortium, both nationally and internally. As such, attendees,



observers and press alike will be watching carefully for major political moments during this
upcoming 2024 platinum CGl, as they unfold both in planned and spontaneous fashion.

Noteworthy is a recollection that 20 years have passed since Pres Clinton -- commenting at
the World Economic Forum in Davos in January 2005 -- announced the 1%t CGl meeting to
coincide with that year’s September UNGA. Now, with two decades of retrospective
experience behind us, CGl leadership claims that 500M people in 180 nations had their lives
impacted positively, at least in part as a consequence of 4,000 CGl ‘Commitments to Action’
mobilized at the hands of a world community and galvanized by CGI.

Well established as a consistent area of controversy in this field, broad metrics spread over
both time and operational space are notoriously difficult to characterize in a normatively-
reliable statistical manner, not to mention analyze in a statistically-reproducible and hence
meaningful fashion. If anything, the prioritization of global programmatic goals itself has
also emerged as another issue, particularly given profound ongoing changes in the
homeostasis of Global Society and Nation State geopolitics, geoecomics, and social policy --
as these and related factors collectively-shape and even distort preconceived priorities as
regards global and regional conflict, economic competition or even confrontation, and
inevitably -- as the interplay of such factors plays to issues that potentially- and adversely-
impact the resiliency of human civilization under increased duress, particularly in the setting
of multiple intersecting dynamics of “hot crises”, as the latter collide across our planet.

Yet another formidable challenge is presented by the need to correlate questions of
alignment, cross-relevance of priorities, and diverse goals articulated by the global
development community -- on the one hand -- and the inevitable and unwelcome dystopic
realities of shifting contemporary global and regional trends, on the other hand.

In fact, the highest-level challenge likely to be confronted in parallel with the 'impact-
longevity' of successful global development leadership organizations -- such as CGI -- may in
fact be the repetitive and at times seismic “Shifts” induced by real world realities, and how
organizations such as CGl cope in response.

Intervening amidst ongoing and perhaps accelerating transnational turbulence is a pressing
need to organize priorities and areas of focus for both individual and collective action. The
best and perhaps partially-balanced template for organizing such “Issues of Intervention”



has over the years been considered by selected annual CGI agendas. In preparing the
agenda for its platinum anniversary, CGI has given considerable thought to organizing and
articulating that agenda as follows -- EGBN has taken license with both the content and
organization of this agenda (see below), based on the speakers and their proposed CGI
delivery scope -- regardless, CGl’s topic content template is a formidable one, and includes:

Climate and Environmental Crisis

Democracy, Human Rights, Truth & Information
Security-Coupled Peace

Educational Opportunity

Health and Humanitarian Response

Innovative Finance & Technology Challenges
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Compared to annual CGl meetings that preceed this platinum anniversary, it is clearly
evident that CGI is adapting to rapid international change (“Shifts” & “Issues of
Intervention”), but also to meeting the challenges of international crisis and inflection
points, as they expand and sprout on a global and regional basis. Naturally, it remains to be
seen throughout the course of this annual CGI meeting, whether the proposed discussion
will offer both the coverage spectrum as well as depth required, an issue which EGBN News
will be significantly focused on.

As EGBN News covers this year's 2024 CGl Meeting in New York, we will be focusing on both
these "Shifts" and “Issues of Intervention”, and how effective worldwide CGl membership
needs to be going forward, specifically in addressing these elements thrust upon global
society and the CGl organization -- inclusive CGl's mission, priorities, and its overall impact.

In reporting on these complex set of parameters, EGBN News ultimately-recognizes that not
only do effective programmatics modulate “Shift” patterns, but that the resulting impact is
often determined as much by ”lssues of Intervention”-driven program design and
implementation, as it is by the talents and projection abilities of the individuals who lead
such efforts, both centrally and in the field. From an analogical perspective, and as much as
historical leadership talent such as that of President Clinton invariably modulates impact, so
do those individual leaders in the field -- at times with greater if not unrecognized effect.

The latter elements are perhaps the most elusive to characterize, but their importance in
driving and shaping both “Impact and Shift” -- not only at the level of mass communications,
but also at the level of individual interactions and programmatic implementation -- cannot
be understated.

With the above kept in mind -- the stage is set for the 20™ iteration of CGI -- a remarkable
global operational institution nidus of innovation nidus known worldwide as a force that
shapes thought, creativity and action as regards pressing global problems and priorities, in a
compelling and distinctly-decisive manner that remains unparalleled. It is likely beyond
argument that The Clinton Global Initiative has earned the distinction of being established

as a standard of positive global intervention yet to be exceeded in our time.
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